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Purpose and Process

LISTEN

New ways of
learning together

CONNECT
What are our deepest aspirations?
What’s our highest collective potential for
system-wide Laudato Si’ inspired communities?

Season of Creation
Sept 1 - Oct 4

Participation from Pope Francis 2021:

September 1st General Audience

Video-message about prayer intention

Laudato Si’ Week

Goals of the
Apostolic
Exhortation
Querida
Amazonia or
‘Beloved
Amazon’



For the first time Laudato Si’ was applied to a region
of the world and Querida Amazonia proposes a
framework for reflection, dialogue and discernment
on life in the Amazon region.



The purpose is to officially present the Synod’s final
document and to encourage all to read and reflect.



There are common issues and concerns, outside the
nine countries sharing the Amazon region, so this
document can assist other regions of the world to
grapple with the challenges and interconnected
crises we face.



The apostolic exhortation neither accepted nor
rejected the Synod’s many recommendations.
Rather, it encourages thought for further dialogue
and action.



Poetry and stories are central to the exhortation
narrative with few statistics.

The Amazon Region: 9 Countries, 33M ppl,
2.5M First Nations people & biodiversity hotspot
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In Querida
Amazonia Pope
Francis invites us
to share in
4 Dreams

1.

An Amazon region that fights for the rights of
the poor, where First Nations peoples voices
can be heard and dignity is upheld.

2.

An Amazon region that can preserve its cultural
riches, where the beauty of our humanity
shines forth in so many varied ways.

3.

An Amazon region that can jealously preserve
its overwhelming natural beauty and the
superabundant life teeming in its rivers and
forests.

4.

An Amazon region where Christian communities
are capable of generous commitment and giving
the Church new faces with Amazonian features.

Chapter One: A Social Dream


The Amazon region is facing ecological degradation with dire
global consequences



Stability and change in ecosystems is linked to stability and
change in the life of people.



Mining, timber and agricultural industries continue to
marginalize Indigenous people. These are considered
injustices and crimes.



A result is mass migration of Indigenous people to cities where
poverty, xenophobia, racism, sexual exploitation and drug
trafficking is the ‘norm’.



A common worldview is that the Amazon region is a giant
empty space waiting to be exploited. This view ignores the
existence of Indigenous communities.



There is an enormous imbalance of power between
governments, industries and Indigenous communities.



The challenge is not to oppose globalisation. Instead,
generate a sense of solidarity with local communities.



Acknowledgement that churches did not always share these
views.



Where does civil society and its institutions stand?



The dialogue generated by the synodal process revealed a loss
of confidence in civil society institutions, and little confidence
in elected representatives.

Chapter Two: A Cultural Dream



The region has thousands of Indigenous communities
and communities of African descent. We must learn
to take human cultural diversity into account.



Ecological and economic change compelled many to
move to the cities where people live on the fringes
in poverty. As a result cultural identity weakens,
alienation is experienced, social problems arise and
crime occurs.



Indigenous people have identities and languages
interconnected with particular places. This has been
and still is difficult for Europeans to understand and
accept. Ways of life are deeply connected with
rivers and forests, creatures and ecosystems.



Encouragement of dialogue between different
groups and sharing of cultural identities.



A challenge of how to promote intercultural
relations when globalisation and western cultures in
particular weakens connections to country, cultures

Chapter Three: An
Ecological Dream


The longest chapter by far…



Pope Benedict wrote about the inseparable
nature of care of people and care of
ecosystems. Pope Francis has continued and
deepened this understanding.



The equilibrium of the planet depends on the
health of the Amazon region. The Congo and
Borneo-Kalimantan are also highly important
for healthy ecological equilibrium.



Most topsoil is nutrient poor, because
nutrients are in the living beings of fungi,
plants and animals and when the forest is
eliminated the nutrients are lost from the
ecosystem and not replaced or replenished.



The interests of a few powerful industries,
such as the soy bean industry, should not be
considered more important than the good
of the Amazon region, the global
equilibrium nor of humanity as a whole.

Chapter Four: An
Ecclesial Dream


The church is called to journey alongside the
people of the Amazon region (QA, 61)



Efforts need to grow in a culture of encounter
towards ‘a multifaceted harmony’ (QA, 61).



In doing so, the church constantly reshapes
her identity through listening and dialogue
with the people, the realities and the history
of the land



The Gospel, the kerygma, proclaiming in
different ways a God who infinitely loves
every man, woman and creature and has
revealed this love fully in Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen in our lives (QA, 64)



The tradition of the church is not a static
deposit or a museum piece, but the root of a
constantly growing tree (QA, 66)



What is needed is a courageous openness to
the novelty of the Spirit, who is always able
to create something new (QA, 69)

Evidence of Deforestation in the Amazon
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Australia After the Fires
Summer 2019 - 2020
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Relevance within
Oceania…
The

day after the Vatican published
the Exhortation, the Brazilian
President demanded to know why
Pope Francis had not criticised
Australia because of the enormous
bushfires and loss of wildlife.
That

is, the Brazilian President
argued that Brazil was not the only
country with difficulties in managing
rich natural resources.
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A greater sense of responsibility by national
governments. Acknowledgement of the
contributions of civil society and international
organisations.



Integrate Indigenous knowledges with
western science, & disciplines of every kind.
For example: slow burn fires in the Australian
bush and bush tucker for food and medicine.



Acknowledgement of the rights of First Nations
people to be principle dialogue partners from
the beginning of projects. i.e. not just receive
information & given one opportunity to respond.



Insistence on robust legal frameworks to set
boundaries and limits to protect ecosystems
and cultural places.



Reject the illusion that ‘things do not look so
serious’ and that ‘we should get on with normal
life and more consumerism’. Take responsible
positions within an integral worldview and make
decisions for ‘the common good’.



Appreciate the beauty of creation in all its
diversity and forms understanding and
respecting the cycles and patterns of nature.



Strengthen education for everyone about the
gift of creation.

Seven paths
illuminated in
Querida Amazonia

Vatican Covid Commission Priorities

ASSISI* for Parishes
Laudato Si’ Communities of Practice
ASSISI Phases:
Discovering:
Collecting baseline
data for ongoing
measurement &
reporting across six
ASSISI dimensions

Transforming:
Ongoing formation of
Steering Group, Staff
and Families to
embed & embody

Sustaining:
Passion
building
program with
whole Parish
Community

G

Strategic Plan
Ecological Plan
Governance
Policy

Signs of the Times

ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION
Networks &
Partnerships
Parish Life

ECOLOGICAL
PRAXIS**

ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

* A Strategic Systems-based Integrated Sustainability Initiative

Biodiversity

P

WORD
MADE
FLESH

Permaculture

Physical
Surrounds &
Maintenance

ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION



Catholic Social
Teaching
Celebration
Liturgy
Prayer
Educational
Resources
& Materials
Formation

¨



Individual & Parish
Ecological Footprints
Administrative
Practices

Professional
Development

ECOLOGICAL
PRAXIS**

Integral Ecology

Awakening: Establish and
form a School “Steering
Group” including Parish
Leaders to model being a
Laudato Si’ Community of
Practice

ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

** A change of heart and mind reflected in action.

Laudato Si’ Action Platform
“Preparing the Future” Together

“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each
according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents.”
(Laudato Si’, 14)

Pope Francis’ appeal
“With the Encyclical Laudato Si’, issued in 2015, I invited all people of good will
to take care of the Earth, which is our common home. The current pandemic
has brought to light in an even stronger way the cry of the Earth and that of
the poor who suffer most the consequences, highlighting that everything is
interconnected and interdependent and that our health is not separated from
the health of the environment in which we live.
It is for this reason that we need a new ecological approach… Let us take
care of our mother Earth; let us overcome the temptation of selfishness that
makes us predators of resources; let us cultivate respect for the gifts of the
Earth and creation; let us inaugurate a lifestyle and a society that is sustainable:
we have the opportunity to prepare a better tomorrow for all. From God's
hands we have received a garden, we cannot leave a desert to our children.
Working together, only in this way we will be able to create the future we
want: a more inclusive, fraternal, peaceful and sustainable world. There is
hope. We can all cooperate, each with his/ her own culture and experience,
each one with his/ her own initiatives and capacities, so that our mother Earth
may be restored to her original beauty and creation may once again shine
according to God’s plan.”

What is the Laudato Si’ Action Platform?
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform (LSAP) is an
action-oriented 7-year ecological conversion journey
in the spirit of integral ecology intended to support
and empower families, communities, schools and
institutions to achieve total sustainability.

It is the fruit of a unique collaboration between all
men and women of good will.

Who is the Laudato Si’ Action Platform for?

What are the Laudato Si’ Goals?
Response to the Cry of the Earth is a call to equitably address climate change, biodiversity loss and
ecological sustainability.
Response to the Cry of the Poor is a call for global solidarity with special attention given to
vulnerable groups such as indigenous communities, refugees, migrants and children.
Ecological Economics acknowledges that the economy is sub-system of human society, which itself
is embedded within the biosphere - our common home.
Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in the idea of sufficiency (living with just enough and
not excess) to ensure a good life for all.
Ecological Education refers to the need to re-think and re-design curricular and institutional reform
in the spirit of integral ecology to foster ecological awareness and action.
Ecological Spirituality encourages greater contact and connections with the natural world in the
spirit of wonder, praise, joy, happiness and gratitude.
Community Engagement and Participatory Action is crucial to care for creation at local, regional,
national and international levels.

Over seven years, communities enhance and create actions with outcomes that serve
each goal.

Welcome
to this Spirit-led journey...

More information about the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and to register:
LaudatoSiActionPlatform.org
Visit also the official Laudato Si’ Website:
https://www.laudatosi.va/it.html

The Consequences of the Changing
Climate May Still Take Us By Surprise
● This book is written for ordinary people who want to

understand global warming, the changing climate and
how it is impacting on humanity, ecosystems, and
biodiversity. It offers a simple but comprehensive
overview of how we came to be in an environmental
emergency tending towards environmental
catastrophe and what we must do to mitigate the
worst consequences of the changing climate and
environmental degradation. This book is written in
plain English, not scientific jargon, to make it
accessible to everyone.
● TO PURCHASE: www.margaretbannan.com
or google: Climate Change Margaret Bannan

Thank you!
Galiya!

