St Dominic’s Welcome the Stranger Asylum Seeker Support Program

Meeting on 24 November 2020 with the Canterbury Council of Churches to
share experience and aspirations in providing support for people seeking
asylum.
A brief report.
Further to recent email discussion, and following up on discussions a few months ago,
grateful you extend to members of the Canterbury Council of Churches this invitation to
meet to share our experience and aspirations in providing support for people seeking
asylum.
Background
Support for asylum seekers, in various ways, has been a priority across the members of the
Canterbury Council of Churches, and there have been various forms of cooperation between
our various churches over the years.
Asylum seekers are among those in our community who have a particularly difficult time at
the moment. Many are in crowded and insecure housing; many do not qualify for any of the
income support benefits; and all are faced with the uncertainties relating to their future in
Australia but also their options elsewhere. It is therefore important that we do not lose our
focus on support for these near neighbours.
As we face ongoing issues and needs in changing times, this topic is one where it was
thought that it could be fruitful for the member churches to share our current situation and
current thinking.
An invitation
Representatives from a number of Churches met by Zoom on Tuesday 24 November.
Technology glitches prevented some others from joining.
Those who participated were
•

Peter Charles, Chair of the St Dominic’s ‘Welcome the Stranger’ group, who chaired
the meeting

•

Lyn Jerram, East Camberwell Baptist Church

•

Rosemary Hicks, St Dunstan’s Parish

•

Cathie Sheehan and Denis Fitzgerald from St Dominic’s Parish.

Those who were excluded by the technology were
•

Alan Ray, Highfield Road Uniting Church and Acting Chair, Canterbury Council of
Churches

•

Sr Margaret Fields, St Dominic’s.

Participants spoke about the involvement of their congregations with people seeking
asylum:

St Dominic’s meets accommodation costs for one family, and has supported a
number of other families with specific cost items. There is also an annual appeal for
dry goods, the proceeds for which are distributed to families through the Brigidine
Asylum Seeker Project. This particular appeal is very well supported.
East Camberwell Baptist has as a major focus support for a number of missionaries.
However, one member is an English tutor to a refugee family, and there might be
potential for collection of food etc.
St Dunstan’s has been involved in various ways over time, including guest speakers.
They are currently awaiting the assignment of a new priest.
Highfield Road Uniting (Alan had earlier reported) share the costs of a house for
asylum seekers provided by Camberwell Uniting Church.
A question arose about penpals. Denis noted that the number of people in Papua New
Guinea and on Nauru has fallen to less than 300, and they are not now incarcerated there.
However, there are significant numbers of asylum seekers in various types of incarceration
in Australia. Denis was to follow up on the openings for pen pals.
The meeting agreed to look at a further gathering sometime in 2021.
Peter opened and closed the meeting with readings from the following prayer, which
accompanied the 2015 Social Justice Statement from the Catholic Bishops of Australia:
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