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The entire 
material universe 

speaks

of God’s love.
L Si #84





Dadirri is inner, deep listening,

a quiet, still awareness.

Dadirri recognises the deep spring that is inside us.

We call on it and it calls to us.

This is the gift that Australia is thirsting for.

It is something like what you call ‘contemplation’.

Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr Baumann 



The entire 
material universe 

speaks
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Hildergard 1098 - 1179

Prayer is nothing 

but the inhaling and exhaling 

of the one breath of the universe.

Holy persons 

draw to themselves 

all that is earthly.



The world  is charged

with  the  grandeur 

of  God!





we are between stories  . . . 











a bold  cultural  revolution  #114



Many things have to change course, but it is we 

human beings above all who need to change. 

We lack an awareness of our common origin, of our 

mutual belonging, and of a future to be shared with 

everyone. 

This basic awareness would enable the development 

of new convictions, attitudes and forms of life. 

A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge 

stands before us, and it will demand that we set out 

on the long path of renewal.

#202





I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how 

we are shaping the future of our planet. 

We need a conversation which includes everyone, 

since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, 

and its human roots, concern and affect us all.

#14



Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, 

can range from denial of the problem to indifference, 

nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in 

technical solutions. 

We require a new and universal solidarity. #14



•the interconnectedness of all things

•the intrinsic value of every being

•the absolute connection between the cry of 

Earth and the cry of those made poor

•anthropocentrism

Nothing in this world is indifferent to us #3



Soil, water, mountains, everything is 

as it were a caress of God #84

God has written a precious book ‘whose 

letters are the multitude of created things 

present in the universe”. #85



everything is interconnected, 

and genuine care for our own lives 

and our relationships with nature 

is inseparable from fraternity, 

justice and faithfulness to others. #70



From panoramic vistas to the tiniest living form, 

nature is a constant source of wonder and awe. 

It is also a continuing revelation of the divine.  #85



Everything is related, and we human beings are 

united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful 

pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has 

for each of the creatures 

and which also unites us 

in fond affection with 

brother sun, sister moon,

brother river 

and mother earth. #92



and not even atoms or subatomic particles can be 

considered in isolation. Just as the different aspects of the 

planet – physical, chemical and biological – are interrelated, 

so too living species are part of a network 

which we will never fully explore and understand.      #138



An inadequate presentation 

of Christian anthropology 

gave rise to a wrong 

understanding of the 

relationship between 

human beings and the 

world.  #116



Often, what was handed on 

was a Promethean vision of 

mastery over the world, 

which gave the impression that 

the protection of nature 

was something that only 

the faint-hearted cared about.

#116



Creatures exist only in dependence on each other, 

to complete each other, in the service of each other”. 

#116



The Catechism clearly and forcefully criticizes a 

distorted anthropocentrism: “Each creature 

possesses its own particular goodness and 

perfection… Each of the various creatures, willed in 

its own being, reflects in its own way a ray of God’s 

infinite wisdom and goodness. Man must therefore 

respect the particular goodness of every creature, 

to avoid any disordered use of things”. #69



A misguided anthropocentrism 
leads to a misguided lifestyle. 

#122 



The crisis of sustainability 

is essentially a spiritual crisis

- a crisis of dis-location



The universe unfolds in God, 

who fills it completely. 

Hence, there is a mystical meaning 

to be found in a leaf, 

in a mountain trail, 

in a dewdrop, 

in a poor person’s face (LS #233)





Creator God,

Creative Word,

Creating Spirit,

Instil in us the humility of creatures

And the wisdom of co-creators



May we act and speak and breathe

as if within your dance of divine love.



Open us to marvel at the wonder

of your handiwork.

Enable us to see your spirit within all things.

Teach us to respect all that is created.

Humble us to hear the cry of Earth

and the cry of the poor.



Empower us to respond with all our heart and 

mind and spirit.

In Christ and through the Spirit

we seek to be the carers within your creation,

Creator God.

Amen




